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Half a Century Of Change In SHOTTESWELL
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Keri and I moved to Shotteswell in March 1967. There have been many
changes in the village during the past fifty-one years, and I thought it might
be of interest to those who have arrived more recently, if I outlined some of
them.
When we arrived, Shotteswell was a village with a population of around 220
residents. While the population has remained constant, the number of
dwellings – houses, cottages, barn and garage conversions - has increased
dramatically. In 1967 there were but 65 properties, now there are 105.
There was, of course, no M40. This arrived in 1991 with the opening of the
Waverstock to Longbridge Warwick section of the motorway on 16th
January. A series of 24 hour censuses of traffic flow, carried out by the M40
Action Group in March annually between 1991 and 1996, showed how
quickly the predicted Department of Transport levels of traffic flow were
exceeded. Traffic density on a typical weekday in 1996 was 80,243 VPD –
the D of T predicted level for 2006 was 76,000 VPD. (It would be interesting
to know what it is now!!) All Shotteswell properties received some
compensation for noise and interference after the opening of the M40 of 1
to 5.5 % based on property values. After the M40 section was opened the
A41 was downgraded to B4100.
There were two places of worship – St Laurence Church which dates from
the 10th century and the Wesleyan Chapel, opened in Chapel Lane in 1854.
Following closure in 1981, the chapel building was used first as a workshop,
then a hairdressing salon, before falling into disrepair. It was converted into
a private dwelling in 1996. Both St Laurence Church and the Chapel offered
Sunday Schools for the village children, organised by people in the village.
More recently there has been a children’s group “Messy Church” run jointly
with Warmington by Philippa Upton from 2010 to 2014.
The fabric of St Laurence Church requires continuous upkeep which likewise
has always been organised by residents. Major projects over the years we
have lived here have included the renovation of the bell tower with the
addition of a sixth bell, extensive repairs to the tower and the restoration of
most of the windows, interior decoration¸ repairs to several areas of the
(Continued on page 4)
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lead roof and externally repairing and replacing gullies, drains and
rebuilding of the churchyard walls and paths as well as the installation of an
alarm system to protect the lead roof from theft. The floodlights were put in
as part of the Millennium celebrations. The number of churches in the
benefice has increased from 2 to 4 in 1985 and to 6 in 2007, now called the
Edgehill Six.
Six years prior to our arrival, the Flying Horse, Middle Lane, formerly a
public house, had been opened as a general store and Off Licence. The
stable block was converted into a Post Office. The shop was closed and the
property was sold in 1988, and this too is now a private house. The Post
Office continued to be located at various venues and now still operates on
Monday mornings, having returned to its original location ‘The Old Post
Office’, where it was when we first arrived in the village.
As was common everywhere, for many decades there was a daily milk
round for a while. There is now a round that again serves the village,
although not on a daily basis. Fresh fish still comes to the village too with a
van driving through on a Wednesday morning. When we first knew the
village, there was a mobile butcher and several generations of the Prickett
family have been involved in the production of bread over 150 years first as
Millers and latterly as Bakers based at the bakery in Bakehouse Lane and
delivering from here to many local villages. We now have a farm shop and
butcher opened opposite The Falcon. Now there is an endless stream of
delivery vans responding to online orders. A house next door to the Farm
Shop was the home of the Village Policeman, who also looked after
Warmington.
Increased car ownership and changes in lifestyles has led to the reduction of
the daily bus service in the 50s and 60s, to the present once weekly return
service to Banbury on a Thursday, Banbury market day.
In the 1960s, a Nissan hut on the village green served as the Village Hall.
Following the closure of the school, the school building was acquired by the
village and an extension was built to house, the toilets, the extended
building then became the Village Hall, opened in 1974, and over the years a
(Continued on page 5)
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considerable amount of work has been carried out, including decorating,
new lighting and heating fitted, some windows replaced and a new modern
kitchen installed. Externally the tarmac yard has been replaced and the
boundary wall and railings rebuilt.
For many years, the Parish Council discussed the possibility of securing a
village playing field. A lease was eventually signed with Brasenose College
for the rent of part of the field opposite the Village Hall. The playing field,
laid out with a range of play and exercise equipment including a football
area plus goal posts and a zip wire was opened in 2005. It has proved a very
popular destination and its existence would not have been possible without
the persistence of Valerie Ingram.
One of the longest running services is the Warwickshire County Council
Mobile Library, an excellent service which has been visiting Shotteswell
since 1952 and which now calls here on a Tuesday morning, once every
three weeks. For a while there was also a small children’s library, organised
within the village which operated from various locations including Village
Hall and Valerie Scott’s garage (Corner Cottage).
When I took over as Footpath Officer for the parish in 1989 I carried out a
survey of the Shotteswell footpaths and found them to be in a very poor
state. With materials and some training supplied by WWC, a small team,
David Holman, John Crocker and Mike Palmer set about improving the
paths; in addition to clearing vegetation, hedges, cutting grass paths,
virtually all the stiles and way markers were replaced and new bridges, stiles
and some dog gates were also installed. An attractive leaflet showing the
routes in the village and connecting to other villages was produced and
distributed to all houses and a large-scale map displayed on the wall of the
Village Hall .There were 5 public footpaths and two permissive ones were
created with the help of the relevant land owners to provide circular routes,
the Roger Peel Millennium and the Jim Page Memorial footpaths have
proved exceptionally popular. The Page family generously had the ‘Jim
Page’ permissive route converted into a formal public right of way, and the
path was dedicated as such in 2017.
(Continued on page 6)
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WCC no longer provide a council Road Man. Back in the 60s and 70s we
were very fortunate to have Billy Waldon as our council Road Man and he
kept the verges and gullies in excellent order, resulting from Council
changes he was then transferred to a bigger team to look after more
villages.
Shotteswell Primary School opened in the 1880s and was staffed by one or
two teachers. As a result of changes in education policy, combined with
falling pupil numbers the school closed in 1973. The designated village
schools for Shotteswell children then became Fenny Compton Church of
England Primary School or Farnborough Church of England Primary School,
and when the latter closed, the Fenny Compton Church of England School in
Fenny Compton.
The Tuesday Club was started by Philippa Upton and Heather Zeale in 2003;
both were newcomers with young families. They thought it would be a good
idea to start a club for people of all ages to get to know each other. Besides
meeting in the Village Hall each Tuesday morning where there are talks,
quizzes, games etc. visits are arranged to various places. It shows how
popular the club has become as it is still running today.
In September 2011 Regenco, a renewable energy developer announced that
it was exploring the possibility of building a wind farm adjacent to the M40
motorway between Shotteswell and Hanwell, all the local villages opposed
the project and it was eventually rejected in June 2012 due to the possible
danger due to close proximity of the Shotteswell Flying Field.
In December 2012 it was suggested that a Parish Plan would be helpful to
provide an opportunity for villagers to define the needs of the community
now and for the future. Parish Plans are a Government initiative started
some time ago by the Countryside Commission to enable rural villages to
contribute to their own future. The aims of the Parish Plan were to identify
features that village people value and wish to preserve, enable people to
identify local problems and issues to be resolved, ascertain how people may
want the village to develop in the future and to use the information
gathered to inform Local Authorities and for them to take into account the
(Continued on page 7)
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views of Shotteswell residents in future deliberations on village issues. The
Parish Plan was adopted by Stratford District Council in July 2018.
Clearly the above is not a comprehensive account of the last 51 years of
village life. Perhaps my recollections of the village set out above will bring
back memories to other residents: I would be delighted to hear of them
from you!
I apologise for any inaccuracies in the text.

David Holman
PROGRESSIVE DINNER PARTY - in aid of Church Funds.
This year's PROGRESSIVE DINNER PARTY was held on Saturday 23rd
June, we had five lovely hosts and 30 guests. Many thanks to all who
attended and most of all our thanks must go to our generous hosts as
without them the evening would not be possible. A profit of £580.00
was made for, much needed, Church Funds. Most people don't
realise how much it costs each year just to maintain our beautiful
ancient building.
We intend to repeat this again next year, probably in June, and if you
haven't been before please give it a go. Where else could you get an
excellent meal, including a glass of bubbly to start, plentiful wine with
your meal and followed by coffee for just £24.00?
The date for next one will be decided in the New Year and a flyer will
be sent round..

Pauline Tarrant - email: pauline_tarrant@hotmail.co.uk
Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of
arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, but rather to
skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, wine in the other, totally
worn out and screaming…
“Wooo, Hooooo what a ride! I wanna go round again!”
Anonymous
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Brain Teaser

YOUR TASK
There are five offices arranged consecutively along a corridor. Your task is to
work out, using the clues below, which employee works in which office.
Fill in your answers on the answers in the grid on the next page.
CLUES
1.

The chemist rides a bike.

2.

The accountant wears sandals.

3.

Sally is a psychologist.

4.

Sue wears a dress.

5.

The chemist’s office is immediately to the right of the secretary’s

6.

office.
The employee who wears sandals works in the office next to the
employee with shorts.

7.

The psychologist works in the office next to the barrister.

8.

Helen wears moccasins.

9.

The owner of the bike wears trousers.

10.

John works in the first office.

11.

The employee who wears boots works in the office next to the
employee who wears a smock.

12.

The employee who travels by train works in the middle office.

13.

Morris travels by bus.

14.

The employee in the office next to Morris has car.

15.

The employee who travels by taxi wears clogs.

16.

John works in the office next to the barrister.

17.

The employee who wears slippers also wears a skirt.

Answer on Page 23

Shoes

Clothes

Transport

Job

Name

OFFICE

1

2

3

4

5
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“SHOTTESWELL SPECIALS TO THE RESCUE”

A nasty accident occurred on the B4100 road between The First
Shotteswell Turn and The Falcon on Saturday morning 15 th
September. Traffic going north and south was diverted through the
village and initially chaos ensued with traffic trying to go both ways
on our narrow lanes and there were a few near misses, however to
the rescue came the ”Shotteswell Specials Transport Police” lead by
Sgt Heather Martin and Constables Stuart Martin, George and Lesley
Nell, Harriet Jordan, Ann Omer and Vicky Palmer who were quickly on
the scene and combined with the local Police to set up a one way
system through the village. The B4100 was closed for about half a day
and the “village specials” did a sterling job for travellers and the
locals, thank you all. It does show what can be achieved when
villagers and local services combine together in an emergency. The
local Police thanked the “village specials” for their help in keeping the
traffic flowing.

David Holman
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Tuesday Club
Same place, Same day, NEW TIME!
The Tuesday Club, a meeting for any ladies who live in the Village is
still meeting most Tuesday mornings in the Village Hall, but to
accommodate a new afternoon booking for the Village Hall we are
now meeting every Tuesday morning from 10.00 - 11.30a.m. This
used to be the time on Library Van days but is now going to be our
regular time.

What do we do at the Tuesday Club? Well, as you might expect, we
do a lot of talking and drinking Coffee! We also enjoy the odd game
or two, Sequence and Uno feature often, and also have various
quizzes and sometimes play a round or two of Trivial Pursuit, all good
to keep our brains ticking over!!
May seems a long time ago now but some of the members decorated
a hat, ready for the invitation to the Royal wedding that never came,
and on the craft theme we welcomed Heather Zeale, one of the
original members of the group, who taught us to make a fabric rose,
with varying degrees of success, but we had fun and learnt a new skill
at the same time.
Thanks to Mavis, in June we enjoyed a visit to the Toddington Steam
Railway with lunch in a nearby Pub, before chugging our way through
the Gloucestershire countryside to Cheltenham and back, but sadly
no racing that day! (Be careful when you are out and about as you
never know who you might bump into! A friend of mine, now living in
York, was enjoying his stint as ‘the Fat Controller’ at Toddington
Station that day, so it was an unexpected and very pleasant reunion.)
We look forward to our new ‘term’ which runs from now (well the
end of August actually) until Christmas and includes more games and
quizzes, flower arranging demonstrations and craft. Oh yes, there
might also just be an odd visit or two out for coffee or lunch!
(Continued on page 12)
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The current programme is displayed on the Village Hall Noticeboards
and the websites so please do come along and join us if you would
like! You will be most welcome.
For further details please contact – Christine Pym (738948), Keri
Holman (730326) or Mavis Palmer (730901) or indeed any member of
Tuesday Club.

Christine Pym
Village Hall Parking
It has been noted that some villagers use the Village Hall car park for
extended periods of parking inconveniencing our patrons who hire the
facility. It is respectfully requested that villagers refrain from unauthorised
parking unless they have sought agreement from a committee member who
can confirm that there are no bookings for the period required. The
committee are grateful to the occasional resident who does follow this
procedure and offers a donation towards the maintenance and upkeep of this
village amenity.

Linda Clark – Lettings Officer (Tel. 738143)

Lunch at the Hall
This is still being very well supported with between 25 and 30 regular
customers, but there is still room for more. This is a lovely relaxing
way to have a chat with fellow Villagers (plus a few from outside the
Village) whilst enjoying a light lunch together.
Do come along and give it a try, all ages catered for.
THE NEXT LUNCH WILL BE ON SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER.
Any further information please contact Christine Pym (738948)
Elisabeth Gilchrist (730213) or Pauline Tarrant (730687)
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Shotteswell Parish Plan
Your Village - Your Say
We are pleased to inform you that after a number of
years and adjustments, the Shotteswell Parish Plan has
been adopted by Stratford District Council (SDC).
This means that our views and aspirations as expressed in the Plan will be
taken into account in future deliberations by them in any relevant District
Council issue that has been recorded in the Parish Plan.

We have been asked that now the Parish Plan has been adopted, what will
be the next steps for the Parish Plan Steering Committee (PPSC).
As we said last year when we passed the Parish Plan document to the Parish
Council for submission to SDC, a number of ACTIONS remain to be
completed. Some of them require external action to be achieved, but some
remain as ACTIONS that could be achieved by village organisations or
individuals.
For these reasons we believe that the PPSC should continue as a monitoring
group to help achieve the outstanding ACTIONS and provide support where
necessary.
Funds for the Parish Plan project were raised entirely from the Big Lottery
Fund, local fund raising and private contributions. No Local Authority
funding was received at any time, so no Public Funds were spent on the
project.
Funds remaining are held in an HSBC account and managed by the
Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Treasurer. Some of the remaining funds
have been ring fenced for particular ACTIONS and some of the funds will be
used to support other ACTIONS where deemed appropriate by the PPSC and
approved at a meeting of the PPSC.
Parish Plans are not intended to 'sit on the shelf' , but rather be seen as
living documents . Thus there is an expectation that the Parish Plan for
Shotteswell will be revisited from time to time.
(Continued on page 14)
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So in the future if it is considered necessary to revisit the Parish Plan (this
has happened with other Parishes) some of the remaining funds may be
used to support such a review if agreed by the PPSC.
Finally we would like to thank all of you who have supported the Parish Plan
over these past years, through its many trials and tribulations.

Brian Noble - Chair - Shotteswell Parish Plan Steering Committee

Mobile Library
New residents might like to know that Shotteswell is fortunate to have
the services of the Warwickshire Mobile Library. The Library Van
arrives by the bus shelter at 11.20 a.m. on Tuesdays every three weeks
and stays for 35 minutes. There is a wide range of fiction and nonfiction and once you are registered with the Library you can log-on
and search and reserve books on line from the whole of the
Warwickshire library service which are delivered when they become
available.
Keri Holman will be pleased to give you further details and let you
have the forthcoming dates when it will be coming. (730326)

During the past six months
the sum of £43.48 has been
raised by Villagers through
EASYFUNDRAISING for Church funds. Many thanks to all who
purchased goods online using this site. If you would like to help
please contact me for details.
Pauline Tarrant (730687)
Email: pauline_tarrant@hotmail.co.uk

Shotteswell Village Hall
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While we have been enjoying the hot summer this year the Village
Hall Committee have been exploring what options are available to us
with a view to improving the heating system within the hall. Those
who regularly use the hall, especially during the winter months, will
be aware of how limited as space heaters the current six infrared
heaters are, not to mention the cost to run and maintain. However
they do produce instant heat. We have researched several systems,
their cost of installation and the ongoing maintenance costs. Having
had several heating installers and heating system designers visit the
hall to speak to the committee we have decided to pursue an
installation of Air Source Heating in the hall. This will give us the
ability to maintain a constant ambient temperature in the whole
building with the ability to increase the temperature in the hall on
demand.
Under the principles of vapor compression refrigeration, an Air
Source Heat Pump (ASHP) uses a refrigerant system involving a
compressor and a condenser to absorb heat in one place, transport it
and release it again in another. In domestic heating use, an ASHP
absorbs heat from the outside air and releases it inside the building,
as hot air, hot water-filled radiators, underfloor heating and/or
domestic hot water supply. The same system can often do the reverse
in summer, cooling the inside of the building.
Clearly this is a large project to undertake and is reliant on a
successful grant application to allow us to undertake the project. At
the time of writing in early September we are waiting to hear the
outcome of our grant application.
The Village Fete, this year held on Saturday 7th July, was once again
a huge success. Funds raised are split between the Village Hall and
(Continued on page 16)
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St Laurence Church. Our thanks go to the Fete Committee who work
hard throughout the year to make the event happen and continue to
grow the event year on year. Thanks must also go to all those who
supported this year’s event, either by donating items, helping on the
day or attending the event and buying raffle tickets. Without your
support this event simply would not happen.
We continue to see a steady increase in bookings for the Village Hall
with children’s birthday parties becoming more and more popular. We
are pleased to be welcoming Jemma Hibberd with her Tickles for
Pickles Baby Massage Club & Curious Crawlers Music Classes from
October 1st. Jemma will be running various classes in the hall four
days a week. For more details visit www.bookwhen.com/
beeimaginativebookings or www.facebook.com/ticklesforpickles/
The Birthday Flag Scheme continues to run. For £5 your name will be
put on the blackboard in the front of the hall and the flag flown on
your special day, whether that be a birthday, an anniversary or just a
special event.
This year’s AGM will be held on Thursday 15 th November at 19:30.
All villagers are welcome to attend.
Contacts:
Linda Clark – Bookings clerk – 738143 or
lindamargreatclark@hotmail.com
Ben Zammett – Chair – 738564 or b.zammett@gmail.com
Committee Members for 2018 are; Ben Zammett (Chair), Terry
Clark (Treasurer), Linda Clark (Secretary and Lettings), Joan Noble,
Val Ingram, Hilary Wareing, Tammy Barker and Nicola Stephens.
Hire Costs;
Hall - £6 per hour. (includes tables, chairs and kitchen facilities)
(Continued on page 17)
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Equipme nt for individual hire;
Go-pack folding tables – £2 each
Chairs – 25p each
Cutlery and crockery – POA
Skittles & Coconut Shy - £5 each
Trestle tables - £3 each
6m Gazebo - £30
Contact Linda Clark 738143 or Ben Zammett 738564

Ben Zammett
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Shotteswell Fete - Saturday 7 th July 2018
Preparations for the Shotteswell Village Fete are generally dominated
by concerns over the weather. Will it be dry? How windy will it be?
Will the access to the field be unbearably muddy? These are the sorts
of questions that predominate year on year. Some years we have been
lucky, other years not so lucky, but the event continues whatever!
This year was different. It was apparent from quite an early stage that
the chief concerns would be firstly to provide shade from the
guaranteed sun and secondly a worry that the somewhat unexpected
progress of the England football team in the World Cup might provide
an attractive alternative to many of our visitors.
The hot sunshine did actually make a difference though the significant
investment made by the committee in providing plenty of shelter from
wet weather did prove equally effective in giving shade from the sun,
and many visitors found a way of supporting both the England soccer
team and the fete at the same time.
We never count the number of visitors so any estimate of attendance is
somewhat subjective, but each year our footprint on the field gets
larger and the overall impression was that numbers were perhaps
greater than for previous events. We also felt that many of the people
attending did stay and make an afternoon of it though the high
temperatures did impact on the activities. The refreshments supplied
were far more biased towards cold than hot drinks and food, and some
of the games competitions were less well patronised, but that was
balanced by other attractions that proved busier than usual. It would
be fair to say that it was predictably unpredictable – but that is what
gives each event its unique flavour.
Some things went very well, including the introduction of a very
popular dance display by the young children. The flypast by the Battle
of Britain Hurricane came during the middle of the afternoon this year
and rather took everyone by surprise, but it again proved a real
highlight. The plane sweeping low over the field on several passes
stopped everyone on the spot, lost in nostalgia.
(Continued on page 19)
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We still struggle to get the layout exactly right to suit everyone, but
every year builds experience for the future. We strive to make the
event better each year while maintaining the ambition of providing the
opportunity for a social occasion for everyone. Raising money is not
the fundamental objective but it is wonderful to be able to make
generous contributions to both the Church and to the Village Hall –
organisations central to our village community. This year the fete
committee was pleased to donate £1500 to each of these organisations
in support of their work.
Advance notice has already been published for next year’s event.
Saturday 6th July 2019 is the date and watch out for details as they
emerge. And volunteers are always welcome – it’s hard work but
really good fun!

Alan Reilly
Cllr Chris Williams
Member for Kineton & Red Horse Division - WCC
October 2018
Due to medical reasons Chris Williams is unable to contribute an
article on The County Council. We wish him all the best and a speedy
recovery.

Village Delivery Services
Every Wednesday Chris visits the village with his fish delivery van
offering a range of fresh and smoked fish – cod, haddock, plaice,
salmon, etc.
To give you an idea of timing generally he arrives in Middle Lane
between 9:30 and 10:00, so if you would like him to call regularly or
occasionally you can contact him on 01295 758841
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Views from the Vestry

The summer of 2018 seems to have broken many
records – in particular for the blistering heat and
extreme drought through what seemed at the time
endless days. For once the cooler climate inside
church has been a welcome respite from the high
temperatures and the lack of rain has certainly
inhibited the grass growth in the churchyard, to the
welcome relief of some of the volunteer mowing
teams.
The last six months have seen considerable work on the fabric and in
my view the church is in a better state both outside and inside than it
has been for decades. The PCC is delighted that it has now fulfilled
the wishes of the late Luise Gunter who, when she left a generous
legacy to the church some years ago, expressed the wish that, if
possible, we should address the interior furnishings. The PCC has
been very conscious of this request but has held fire whilst first the
major external stone works were completed, together with the
restoration of the decaying windows. The roof also needed attention
and, when that was all completed, the internal redecoration came next
on the list. Finally, this year, all the new curtains are in place and
much admired by everyone. Next on the list was a new carpet runner
for the nave and sanctuary, and this has now been laid – and looks
splendid.
An unfortunate error by the supplier of the curtain fabric enabled the
PCC to acquire over 30m of suitable fabric that matched the curtain
material perfectly. It had been fireproofed so the supplier was keen to
sell it at a knockdown price rather than try and take it back into stock
so the PCC hit on the idea that we should use it for replacement pew
cushions that would complement all the new kneelers, curtains and
carpet. A donation has enabled the PCC to order fire resistant foam
inners for these cushions and we hope to raise a working party to get
them under way and, if possible, in place by Christmas. We plan to
address all fourteen of the forward facing pews in the nave.
When the lead on the roof of the south aisle and chancel was repaired
(Continued on page 21)
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last year we had hoped also to include the porch and vestry roofs.
However, increased costs on that original phase meant that the extra
work had to be deferred. Fortunately, this year some further grants
were made available and although they didn’t cover the total cost of
these further works the PCC felt there were sufficient funds in the
fabric account to go ahead and commission the completion of the
original plan. We were particularly concerned about the vestry roof
because there were signs of timber decay under the old lead, the extent
of which would not be revealed until the old sheets were removed.
The potential extra costs did make us nervous, but in the event it was
not as bad as feared. Norman and Underwood carried out the work
with great skill and dedication and again it was fascinating to see the
process evolve. When the existing lead was removed that on the
vestry roof was found to be particularly old. The sheets used on both
the vestry and the porch were extremely wide and long and the lead
workers estimated that each sheet weighed around 350kg. They had
the benefit of scaffold and an electric hoist, unlike the original roofers
who had to manhandle the metal. The lead that is removed is weighed
and then melted down to be re-cast, so each job tends to use lead that
has been reclaimed from the previous project undertaken by Norman
and Underwood. Our lead originated from a fine country manor – Ven
House, a grade 1 listed house built around 1700, near Sherbourne in
Dorset!
For some years the large beech tree growing in the NE corner of the
churchyard has caused difficulty for the properties bordering the
churchyard. Being a conservation area permission has been required
for any work undertaken by way of managing the branches
overhanging areas outside the churchyard and Stratford has always
been very conservative about the extent of any cutback allowed. It
became an increasingly expensive process for diminishing returns, so
finally the PCC resolved to apply to have the offending tree removed
completely. This required permission from both Stratford and the
Diocese and after two lengthy consultation periods it was agreed by
both authorities that the tree could be felled. This proved a
(Continued on page 22)
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challenging task requiring great skill and hard work but the end result
satisfied everyone. It was pleasing to see so much timber used by
local residents for their winter fuel – may they enjoy the warmth it will
generate in future months.
Much has been achieved in the last six months, but there are always
challenges ahead and we need to be vigilant. St Laurence is a building
that is at the heart of our village and it embodies something of
immense value for every resident of the parish. Long may that
continue.
Alan Reilly - September 2018
Never underestimate a Dog!
A lost dog strays into a jungle. A lion sees this from a distance and
thinks to itself "I’ve never seen one before but it looks edible".
So the lion starts creeping towards the dog. The dog notices and
starts to panic but as he's about to run he sees some bones next to
him and gets an idea and says loudly "yummy...that lion tasted really
good!".
The lion abruptly stops and thinks “This animal seems tougher then
he looks, I better leave while I can".
Nearby, a monkey had witnessed everything and decided that it
might benefit from this situation by telling the lion what really
happened. The lion said angrily "get on my back, we'll get him
together".
So they started back towards the dog. The dog saw them and realized
what was happening and again started to panic. He then had another
idea and shouted "where the hell is that monkey? I told him to bring
me another lion an hour ago..."!
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Homemade Turkey Meatballs With a Tomato-Free Sauce

Unfortunately my husband doesn't like tomatoes & so I have struggled over the
years trying to find recipes that don't contain a tin of tomatoes or passata. After a
bit of experimenting in the kitchen, I have finally come up with a sauce that he will
eat which still has that orange colour. I also use this sauce added to mince beef to
make a lasagne or spice it up with a bit of chilli for fajitas.
The quantities below are what I use to feed a family of three adults.
Meatballs

Sauce

500g turkey mince

Approx 100g sweet potato

2tbs porridge oats

1 large carrot

1tsp Mixed herb

1 large onion

1tsp garlic granules

1tbs oil

Splodge of Worcestershire sauce

1 veg stock pot/cube
450ml of boiling water

Put all the ingredients for the meatballs into a bowl. Mix well. Cover and leave
whilst you prepare the veg. Peel and dice the sweet potato, carrot and onion.
Now divide the turkey mince mixture into enough portions to feed the family and
form into meatballs (they can be any size you want. I divide mine into 11 meatballs
in order to feed three of us - 4 each for the men and 3 for me). Place on a baking
tray and cook in the oven for approx 25-30mins at 180C. The outside should turn
nice and crispy.
Whilst the meatballs are in the oven. Heat a large pan on the hob and add the oil.
Sauté the veg with the lid on for approx 10mins (the onion should be soft but not
browned). Dissolve the veg stock pot/cube in the boiling water then add to the pan
of sautéed veg. Bring to the boil then simmer for approx 20mins or until veg is
cooked and soft. Leave to cool for a bit, and then blend the mixture until smooth.
The meatballs should now be cooked. Add them to the sauce. The pan can now be
covered and left until ready to eat later. When ready to eat, boil up a pan of pasta
or spaghetti.
Blend some cornflour with cold water and add to the saucepan of sauce. Bring back
up to simmering and season with salt/pepper to taste. It is ready to serve once the
sauce has thickened and the meatballs are piping hot.

Jan Beaumont, Appletree Cottage.

Footpaths
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Whatever your personal reaction to the remarkably un-English
summer of 2018, neither grass nor weeds liked it. For weeks on end,
growth was minimal. This meant the footpaths team had a
remarkably easy season in terms of the usual mowing, strimming, and
clearing of encroaching vegetation. The baked ground also prevented
work on infrastructure projects: now the ground has softened, no
such excuse remains, and there are several tasks awaiting our
attention.
Our first priority this autumn will be the replacing of several ditch
crossings where rotten end timbers are beginning to make them
unsafe. Moving the new 4m sleepers from storage to the bridge on
the D’Arcy Dalton Way is going to be an interesting undertaking. I
have, however, discovered that the members of the footpath team
are remarkably ingenious, and doubtless they will find a way to make
light of such a task.
Following discussions with the landowner, the County Council has
carried out some work to improve access at the stile on the route to
The Falcon. The County is aware, though, that further modification is
required, and is hoping to make further adjustments so that a wider
range of users can have access along this popular route.
Plans to clarify the route and status of the public right of way across
the paddock to the west of Laurel Farm, are also ongoing. The
County is looking at a number of options and has consulted the
owners of properties in New Road to gauge their reaction to a
suggested route diversion. The wider village and general public will
be given the opportunity to comment at the appropriate stage in the
process.
Over the past year, several mowers have been added to our modest
fleet, and sick strimmers brought back to full health. This is thanks to
(Continued on page 26)
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the thoughtfulness of donors, and to the remarkable talents of our on
-board Chief of Repairs Jim Omer, whose abilities to mend machines
appears to have no limits. Thanks are due also to those farmers and
landowners who have ensured that the paths that cross their land
have remained passable through the summer, either by spraying
crops or by clearing fallen trees.
Involvement, in whatever shape or form, in our mission to care for
the village paths, is always welcome – please do get in touch,
Harriet (730464) and Philippa (738491)

Harriet Jordan
Mechanic and Heart Surgeon
A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a Harley
motorcycle when he noticed that a well-known heart surgeon had
brought his bike in for a service.
The mechanic shouted across the garage, “Hey,
Doc can I ask you a question?”
The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the
mechanic who straightened up, wiped his hands
on a rag and asked, “So Doc, look at this engine.
I open its heart, take the valves out, fix them, put
them back in, and when I’ve finished, it works just
like new”.
“So how come you earn so much more than me
when you and I are doing basically the same
work?”
The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over and whispered to the
mechanic. ”Try doing it with the engine running!”.

Notes from the Potting Shed
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I don’t think anyone will complain about the summer of 2018 which
was claimed to be one of the three hottest on record – depending on
which report you believe. It was certainly hot, and not a drop of rain
fell in Shotteswell for 50 days between 1st June and 20th July 2018.
The result in our gardens was brown/scorched lawns, everyone
getting fed up with watering, and the loss of some plants that were
planted in the spring. If you remember, there was an extraordinary
thunderstorm here on 31st May, when nearly two inches of rain fell in
1 hour!
We all rely on our plants being pollinated, but of course it is not just
bees that do this. We rely on bees, wasps, flies, moths, spiders, bats,
rodents, lizards and birds all going about their business of pollinating
plants in the process of gathering
food. I was reminded that we drink
600 billion cups of coffee each
year. Coffee exports have a value
of $15 billion (second only to the
oil industry). Starbucks’ global
profits alone were $240 million,
and none of it would be possible
without 13.5 trillion visits by
pollinating insects to coffee
flowers. Think on that when you next order your full fat frappuccino
with extra whipped cream, chocolate sauce and vanilla sprinkles!
Are you into Hydrangeas? If you’re keen on these, you should know
that the 2018 Chelsea Plant of the year is Hydrangea Runaway Bride
Snow White. It has a graceful weeping habit and its trailing stems are
covered in white lacecap flowers. Good for growing up walls,
pyramids and columns etc. If you fancy one, keep an eye out at
garden centres.

Mike Palmer
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Neighbourhood Watch

There have been several reports of suspicious
vehicles in the village recently and this has
highlighted how important it is to report such
incidents to the police on 101 at the time giving
whatever details you have as well as informing Neighbourhood
Watch. This call will be logged by the police and an incident number
given. Even if you have few details a picture might be able to be built
up of suspicious activities in the area.
For example, a resident in Snuff Lane alerted us about a grey saloon
with two occupants (possibly Asian or South American) acting
suspiciously and checking out properties and swapping drivers before
driving off. This was just before 8.00 p.m. on Sunday 2 September. A
few days later, relaying this information to someone in Horley, I
discovered that this vehicle and occupants had been seen at the Herb
Centre checking out the position of the CCTV cameras and making
notes. The same week two residents in Middle Lane and Back Hill
reported hearing and seeing cars around 3.00 to 3.30 a.m. which had
stopped and then driven off. On Friday, 7 th September, there was an
incident involving a theft of tools and an I Pad from a builder’s vehicle
near the Green involving a reddish-coloured people carrier car with
five occupants. This incident was reported to the police immediately
and the car has since been found. On Friday, 14 th September, a
resident while walking in First Turn saw two men with Irish accents
acting suspiciously and reported this to Neighbourhood Watch and
101 obtaining an incident number.
The police advice for reporting suspicious activities or incidents and
crimes is:
If the matter is urgent you should ring 101, or in the case of an
emergency 999.
(Continued on page 29)
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The facility contactus@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk is for enquiries
only.
You can contact your local team on the following link: https://
www.warwickshire.police.uk/myarea
Wellesbourne.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk cannot take crime
reports via this email account. However, it is possible to download
monthly Newsletters from this site citing incidents of Interest in our
area and Scam Alerts.
Bogus BT callers
Attempts are being made by fraudsters to obtain the banking details
of Warwickshire residents by making calls falsely claiming to be BT
and other telephone service providers. The fraudsters telephone
unsuspecting consumers, claiming that their broadband speed is not
as fast as it should be and offering them £200 refunds. They then ask
for the individuals bank details to so they can pay the money in. In
reality, bank details stolen in this way are used for criminal activity.
Local Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators are:
Linda Clark
Anne Omer

01295 738143
lindamargaretclark@hotmail.com
01295 730312

David Holman

01295 730326

Ray Adkins

01295 730042

Emily Pearson

01295 730276

Linda Clark - Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Tel.01295 738143
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Congratulations: Christenings
Maisy - daughter of Gemma and Martin Woods on June 3rd at St Laurence
Church.
Basil - son of Leone and Matt Willcock on August 2nd at St Laurence
Church.
Evangeline - daughter of Samantha and Dominic Bes-Jeary on August 8th
at St Laurence Church.

Forthcoming Events: Lunch at the Hall Saturday 13th October 12.30 - 2.00
Lunch at the Hall Saturday 3rd November 12.30 - 2.00

Hail & Farewell
Best wishes to those leaving and a warm welcome to
any newcomers who have moved into the village recently.
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Banbury Farm &
General Supplies Ltd.
Sup plier of fe nc in g
m ater ials, p av in g s la bs,
sheds, ga tes, too ls an d m uc h,
m uc h m ore …
Co me a n d v isit us,
we are s itua te d on the
B410 0 between
War m ing to n a nd G ay do n.

Or c onta ct us on:
012 95 7 70 70 7
email:
banbury@w ynnstay.co.uk

R.Wakelin Heating
Services Ltd.
31 The Dairyground, Shutford,
Oxon. OX15 6PN
Tel: 01295 788359
Mobile: 07810 754434
ross@wakelinheatingservices.co.uk

Boiler Servicing / Repairs
Gas and Oil
Gas Safe Registered Offtec Registered

(190421)

(C6644)

Farnborough Garden Centre

Opening hours
Tuesday to Saturday
9.00am to 5.00pm
Sunday 10.30am to 4.30pm
Open Bank Holiday Monday
01295 690479
On A423 Southam Road
Nr Farnborough

Banbury, OX17 1EL.
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WRCC has run a community oil buying syndicate since October 2012.
Together we’ve ordered nearly 3.5 million litres and
saved £179,000 on behalf of members.
Now from 2nd September 2017 there’s even more of an incentive to join
with the introduction of our new FREE WRCC Energy membership
scheme. Customers can still order monthly and the more people who join,
the more savings we can negotiate as a syndicate.

For further details please phone 01789 472619
or visit www.wrccenergy.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1081017

FENNY COMPTON CINEMA
Held in the Village Hall
The next showing at Fenny Compton Cinema will be

On Chesil Beach
October 13th at 7 pm
all seats £3.00
Further details from - Keith Hicks - 770747
or check on events blog:

fcvhevents.blogspot.com.
To join the film list and have the options emailed at the
earliest opportunity please send your details to:
cinema@fcvh.org.uk.
To book in advance contact - Keith Hicks, Tel: 770747.
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F N PILE & SONS

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON
BANBURY. OX17 1JL

Tel 01295 211790

Your local Supplier For:
Wood Burning & Multi Fuel
Stoves, Lawnmowers
Garden Machinery
Workshop & Garden Tools
Calor Gas - Outdoor Clothing
Spares, Repairs & Servicing
Open
Mon to Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm
Sat 8.30 – 12.00 noon

Red Horse Vale Ltd.
Windmill Far m
Banbury Road (A422)
Oxhill
Warwickshire CV35 0RP

Offer the following with delivery
services throughout the area:

Coal and Solid Fuels, Central Heating Oil,
Farm Oils,
Logs and Kindling Wood.
Gas in Cylinders, Oil Tanks Sand & Ballast,
Cement,
Slabs, Fencing Materials,
Garden Supplies, Top Soil, Composts,
Wood Chippings,
Animal Feeds, Garden Sheds
& Cement Mixer Hire

Always at your Service !
Call us for a Free Quotation !
Also E. Commerce Shop

Tel: 01926 642832
website: www.redhorsevale.co.uk
email: enquiries@redhorsevale.co.uk

Wroxton Wood Yard
Logs & Kindling Wood
Seasoned Hardwood
Delivered to your door
Or
Collect from Wroxto n

MISS “T” CATERING
Good Home Cooked Food
Catering for events such as:
Anniversaries, Weddings,
Christenings, Birthday parties,
Funerals & private dinner parties

ESTABLISHED
OVER 10 YEARS
Call Richard or Sylvia Cook
For a prompt and efficient
Service

01295 730010
or 07774981297

Also available
Cutlery and Crockery Hire.
Contact Victoria Taylor on:
Mob: 07841 910037
Home: 01295 780206
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S.K Auto Repairs
Unit 6, Manor Farm Buildings
Mollington Road, Shotteswell
Banbury Oxfordshire OX17 1HZ
Mobile: 07769 565114

Tel: 01295 738300

E-mail: stewartkeene@aol.com

MOT TESTING CENTRE
(Open 6 days a week)

Service & repair any make/model
Tyres Exhaust, Brakes, Clutches etc.
Specialist in Peugeot, Citroen, Hyundai,& Landrover
Established since 2002 with a professional, Friendly & welcoming atmosphere

VEHICLE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN
10 MILE RADIUS.
Exit Shottes well on Mollington Lane
and garage just before Valley Farm Riding Stables







Traditional & Contemporary Stoves
Full Hetas Fitting Service
Chimney Lining
Accessories & Spare Parts
Friendly Professional Service

Visit our showroom at
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH (opposite Jewson)
T: 01295 253936 E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

www.ironandwood.co.uk
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01295 730544

A picturesque pub restaurant for families, couples,
friends, wedding parties, a relaxing pint, a spot of lunch,
something special...come and see for yourself

Weekly changes in Table d’hôte menu
Two and Three Course Meals available
Family Sunday Lunches
Ideal for functions - small and large, from
parties of 10 to 150 peoples.

From outstanding food from our function
or à la carte menus that can be tailored to any specific
requirements, along with a professional,
highly trained team of friendly staff.
We have everything needed to make
Your functions a success.

We are now open for bookings on
Christmas & Boxing Days & New Year’s Eve.
The Moon and Sixpence Main Street Hanwell
Oxfordshire OX17 1HW
www.themoonandsixpencehanwell.com
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At our shop in Kineton we now stock a new range of home wares,
including lamps, cushions, footstools and other items to accessorise
your home. We’re open Tuesday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm and
Saturday 9.00am to 2.00pm.
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Sudoku - David Holman
As Sudoku is still a favourite here are two more for you to solve.
I am sure you are aware of the rules, but for newcomers – to solve
the puzzle each 3x3 box, each row and each column must contain all
the numbers 1 to 9.

9 1
3 8

5
7

6

9
3

4

1
2

3
9

1 4
3 2
5
7

6
2

8

8
5 9 7
4

9

1

6
3
9
6

5

3

5
3 1

7

3
4 2
8 1
9

8
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Advertising Rates
Rates are for two editions of the A5 size News Letter which are
published in April and October.
1/8 page £5
¼ page £10
½ page £15
Full Page £30
The advertiser on first advert also allowed up to an A5 free page to
write about his or her product.

Editors
Tony Tarrant - Mount Stuart - 730687 / Keri Holman - White Cottage 730326
Advertising - David Holman - White Cottage 730326
Produced by the Tuesday Club shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
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D IRE CTORY

Bell Ringing
Andrew Jeffrey - Secretary

738729

Church St Laurence
Rector: Rev Barry Jackson
01926 640248
Curate Rev Alexandra Willia ms
01926 259743
Associate Minister Rev Canon Dr Richard Cooke
690213

Riding School
Valley Far m - Denise Faulkner

730576

Parish Council
Chairman. Les Faulkner
Vice Chair. Michael Pearson
Valerie Ingram also Clerk.
Jan Burgess
Anne Omer

730576
730276
730203
730443
730312

Police Warwickshire
Police Wellesbourne

01926 415000
01789 444600

Church Wardens
Linda Clark
Andrew Jeffrey

738143
738729

Parochial Church Council
Alan Reilly chair man
Godfrey Boulton—Secretary
Pauline Tarrant—Treasurer
Linda Clark
Andrew Jeffrey
Mary Jeffrey
Christine Py m
David Holman

730476
738244
730687
738143
738729
738361
738948
730326

Post Office -- Mon 9.00a m-1.00pm
Valerie Ingram - 0ld Post Office
730203

Fishman - comes round
Chris - - Wed 9.30ish
01295 758841

Village Hall
Ben Za mmett - Chairman
738564
Linda Clark - Secretary
738143
Terry Clark - Treasurer
738143
Nicola Stephens
07810698831
Joan Noble
730688
Hilary Wareing
738750
Tammy Barker
07739166902
Valerie Ingram
730203

Footpaths Team
Harriet Jordan
Philippa Upton
Milkman

730464
738491
0345 6063606

Parish Plan
Brian Noble - Chairperson & Sec. 730688
Harriet Jordan -Treasurer
730464

Postman
Delivers in the morning
Post Box weekdays 4.15pm Sat 7am
Tuesday Club
Keri Holman
Mavis Palmer

730326
730901

Mobile Library 01926 851031 Warmington & District Bridge Club
Every 3 weeks on a Tuesday 11.20 - 11.45 Mondays-Warmington Village Hall 7-10p m
Mike Pa lmer
730901
Neighbourhood Watch
Pauline Tarrant
730687
Linda Clark
738143
Warwickshire County Council
Newsletter
Wednesday morning
Tony Tarrant
730687 Green & Recycling Bins - Fortnightly.
Keri Holman
730326 Grey Bin - Fortnightly - Intervening wks
David Holman - adverts
730326
Email - shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk
Newspapers
S&G. Smith Banbury
268499 Website - www.shotteswell.com

